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by the Imperial Chancellor in the Upper House the day
before yesterday he spoke of petitions in favour of
the Pope which, during the session of the Eeichstag,
were ordered or countermanded just as the members of
the Centre Party found convenient. Then proceeding
to the seizures of papers by the police authorities in
Posen, the Prince said that among these he had seen
certain letters ' which the police considered it necessary
to bring to the knowledge of the highest authorities in
order to put them on the right track with a view to
subsequent investigations in another direction/ The
speaker further remarked that one of these letters was
from a prominent member of the Centre Party to a
priest of high position, a canon in Posen who has
recently been much talked of. If I rightly remember,
it said: c Do not send us any more petitions to the
Reichstag/ A similar instruction, in the French lan-
guage, was despatched at the same time to the Province
of Posen by a well-known German bishop, who also said :
c Stop sending petitions for the present. They do no
good in the Eeichstag, and only lead to unpleasant dis-
cussions/ ' But/ continues the former writer, ' do not
fail to forward these petitions later on at regular
intervals, only address them not to the Eeichstag but
to the Sovereigns direct, upon whom they will in any
case produce a greater impression. Although we may
have nothing to hope for from the German Princes, it is
nevertheless certain that sooner or later the Catholic
Powers will intervene on behalf of his Holiness, and
such intervention the German Princes will not venture
to oppose if these petitions impress them with the idea
that opposition would cause serious dissatisfaction among
the Catholic population/ The eventuality which the
two gentlemen, whose statements I here intentionally